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Students’ Trip to Connecticut Shines Light 
on Conflicting Missions Work Issues 


How are we 
bringing the gospel 
to others? 


NATE VAN BENTHEM 
Special to The Crown 
n January 2, 2006, sixteen 


Redeemer students and 
Dr. Michael Goheen ended 
Christmas vacations early to gath- 
er together at the Mercy Center in 


Madison, Connecticut, for the annual 


their 


Overseas Ministry Study Center stu- 
dent seminars on World Missions 
Each morning seminar began with 
a half hour of worship led by stu- 
After 
the Bibles and songbooks had been 


dents from different schools 


cleared away, the speaker of the 
morning was introduced. There were 
fifty minutes of lecturing followed by 
a fifty minute question-and-answer 
Another lecture and 


period ques- 


tion-and-answer session 


again after lunch. On Wednesday af- 


happened 


ternoons we had discussion groups 


where different topics were dis- 
cussed 

Many different issues and topics 
were brought up and discussed con- 
cerning local and global missions 
The effects of short-term missions 
were a hot topic. Many indigenous 
missionaries shared their experienc- 
es about short-term mission work- 
ers who had come to serve in thei! 
respective countries 

Some viewed short-term missions 
as a hindrance to the overall local 
ministry. Their main reason for hold 


ing this view had to do with the man- 


Redeemer students brace themselves for the traditional 


Madison, Connecticut. 

ner and attitude in which the mission 
out. There was 
often a lack of preparation and un- 
derstanding of the culture in which 


work was carried 


the mission groups were minister- 
ing, and in some cases, the mission 
groups did not have any prior con- 
tact with the Christians in the coun- 
try before their arrival. 

Nevertheless, short-term missions 
were also viewed positively. Students 
were challenged to think carefully 
about their attitudes and the way 
mission work is executed. Forsaking 
our pride and understanding the role 
of the humble servant is vital, as is 


acknowledging tie Christian com- 
munities already present. It is also im- 
portant to gaina good understanding 
of the culture and social limitations. 
If short-term mission is done proper- 
ly, it can be effective and serve as an 
encouragement to the Christians who 
are already there. 

Another issue brought up was 
the desperate need for mission work 
right here in North America. Pastors 
and church leaders from Tanzania, 
Uganda, and other African countries 
prompted us t@ explain why we are 
sending so many Missionaries to their 
countries when the Christmas service 


SUD! ED 
plar bear swim in the Atlantic Ocean, off the coast o 


BY RAFIK KAMEL 


in Connecticut was attended so poor- 
ly that they could fit the entire con- 
gregation into one side of the chapel. 
In their home countries the churches 
were overflowing, and there was not 
even enough room around the out- 
side of it to give each person a view. 
We live in a hot mission field, starv- 
ing for seed. 

Near the end of the conference, we 
had a speaker talk about the World 
Council of Churches, and this raised 
a lot of discussion. The WCC is striv- 
ing to bring unity amongst the dif- 
ferent denominations of churches 
throughout the world. This is some- 


thing that we as a universal church 
need to strive for. 

Unfortunately, the way in which 
the WCC is going about it compro- 
mises the gospel message. The WCC 
representative presented a gospel 
with “all the edges shaved off.” This 
gospel was everything that someone 
would like to hear, but it lacked the 
transforming message of the gospel. 
The speaker said that he personally 
believes there is redeeming power in 
other world religions and would like 
to see the WCC recognize this. 

Another challenging aspect of 
the conference was the interaction 
and discussion with students from 
liberal schools. After being con- 
fronted directly with very liberal 
ideas, 1 was made to appreciate my 
Reformed roots and its solid theol- 
ogy. Oftentimes we are very hard on 
the Reformed Church and its tradi- 
tions, but this conference has shown 
what a blessing it has been to be a 
part of it. 

We had the luxury of staying at an 
ocean side resort, which was a nun- 
nery turned into a conference cen- 
ter, with a staff that cooked all of 
our nutritious, often veggie-based 
meals. The beach provided both a 
great place to find solitude and a fun 
place to hang out during the breaks. 
We also kept up the traditional polar 
bear swim in the frigid Atlantic, with 
some even braving a second dip with 
the Moravian students in the warm- 
er weather. Overall, OMSC opened 
my eyes to a variety of global top- 
ics concerning Christianity. From in- 
teracting with Christians around the 
world to that freezing glacial swim 
in the Atlantic, I will never forget my 
OMSC experience. 


Redeemer Students Tackle Education Obstacles in Sierra Leone 


Literacy is the primary concern for the West African country 


HEATHER ALBLAS 
Senior Staff Writer 


anada Corps interns Loreen 

Deelstra and Katie McBride, 
both students at Redeemer, spent 
this past semester in Sierra Leone, 
a country located in West Africa, 
developing school materials for 
children and teachers. Both 
dents were funded by the Canadian 
International Development Agency, 


stu 


which wishes to promote literacy in 
underdeveloped countries, in order 
to bring about good governance. 

Jo Kuyvenhoven, 
Professor of Education at Redeemer, 


Assistant 


opened the presentation of the stu 
dents’ experiences in Sierra Leone 
with recent statistics concerning the 
country’s population: only 36 per- 
cent of the adults living in Sierra 
Leone can read, and 41 percent of 
the children receive education. The 
average income is US$1-2 per day. 
Most of Sierra Leone’s residents live 
at subsistence level; there are few, if 


any, luxuries 

This point was strongly demon- 
strated in Deelstra’s and McBride’s 
account of their experiences in 
Sierra Leone; both students alluded 
to the lack of schooling supplies that 
are available for teachers and stu- 
dents, In many cases, there is only 
one textbook that has to be shared 
among hundreds of students, 

Another problem that elemen- 
tary schools in Sierra Leone face 
is a high student-to-teacher ratio. 
Often, the average class size ex- 
ceeds 50 students. McBride worked 
1, 300 


teachers. 


that educated 
with only 20 
Deelstra mentioned that most of the 


in a school 


students 


teachers were untrained or poorly 
trained. 

Both students stressed the im- 
portance of developing resources 
and strategies that are applicable 
to the specific needs of the children 
and teachers of Sierra Leone. North 
American schooling resources are 
not tailored to the culture or cir- 
cumstances of these cultures, such 
as overcrowded classrooms. For ex- 
ample, “A is for apple” would not 
make sense to children in Sierra 
Leone, as apples are not a common 
fruit to be found there. 

The purpose of Deelstra’s intern- 


ship was to develop reading and 
writing materials that reflect the 
culture of Sierra Leone, in order for 
the children to understand the con- 
cepts of language. She designed an 
instructional primer for learning 
the alphabet, a8 Well as a teacher’s 
manual. Deelstra noted that any ef- 
fort made to combat illiteracy “must 
be a sustain- 
able 
opment 


devel- 
to 
have an im- 
pact on the 
long term 
literacy 
rate,” 
McBride's 
project = in- 
cluqes 
creating 
Strategies to 


aid __ teach- 
ers in over- 
coming the 
problem 
of having 
large class 
groups but 
few — teach- 
ing materi- 
als: “(The 
teachers] 
just need 


fresh ideas of how to manage 
their classrooms,” said McBride. 
She composed a manual of class- 
room management strategies, such 
as having effective class activities 
in group settings, dialoguing, and 
echo reading. 
Kuyvenhoven return- 


will be 


ing to Sierra Leone this summer to 


oversee the publishing of Deelstra’s 
and McBride’s manuals. Next year, 
the manuals will be used in the 
schools that Deelstra and McBride 
worked for during their internship, 
and the teachers will make recom- 
mendations based on the use of 
these manuals for furthering educa- 
tion and literacy in Sierra Leone, 


Children stand outside of a school in Alikalia, Sierra Leone, 


Blood. It’s in you to give—specifically on Thursday, January 26. 
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CAMPUS & AREA NEWS 


With Dr. Arie Lee 


What does it mean to be a Christian scientist? 
Guest lecturer provides his insights on faith and science 


The Crown asked Dr. Arie Leegwater, leader of Redeemer’s recent lecture series, to answer the following four 


1) How can the Christian faith, which is meaningless if Christ was not resurrected, be reconciled to science, 


2) Some Christians fear witnessing to non-Christians because the latter group oftentimes raises scientific 


to these fearful Christians? 


3) What primary characteristics set apart Christian scientific scholarship from 
4) What is the lasting argument or idea that you hope to have left with Redeeme 


DR, ARIE LEEGWATER 
Professor of Chentistry and 
Biochemistry at Calvin College 
Special to the Crown 


the my mind questions one and 
two are interrelated. If one’s 
faith is deeply affected by the seem- 
ing physical implausibility of a par- 
ticular event one is indeed on shaky 
ground. The knowledge of faith- 
-its certainty—"I know that my 
Redeemer lives...and after my skin 
has been destroyed, yet in my flesh 
I will see God; I myself will see Him 
with my own eyes—and not anoth- 
er” (Job 19: 25a, 26, 27a), may seem 
mysterious to us. The Christian sci- 
entist readily acknowledges that no 
creaturely event or thing can be re- 
duced to its scientific explanation. 
There is always a sense in which the 
very structures and dynamic events 
themselves defy analysis and ex- 
planation. Their individuality and 
uniqueness harbor the mystery of 
creation: the divine origin and suste- 
nance of all things. 

But secular scientists have similar 
issues in understanding the coming 
into being of an individual subatom- 
ic particle, the decay of an individual 
radioactive carbon atom, the unique- 
ness of a particular instance of spe- 
ciation, etc. They may describe the 
process at hand by examining the 
behaviour of a large collection of 


atoms so that we can determine the 
kinetic first-order rate of decay and 
half-life of a radioactive isotope. But 
at what time will a particular indi- 
vidual atom decay is still an open 
question, and I think, in principle, 
an unanswerable one, unless one is 
a dyed-in-the-wool determinist and 
believes or trusts that some day a 
hidden variable theory will “ex- 
plain” such unique behaviour. 
Scientific work also rests on trust 
and faith: our ability to understand 
the world and not be deceived, the 
supposition that it makes sense to 
attempt to replicate an experiment 
(the homogeneity of space and time 
or sometimes expressed as the “uni- 
formity of nature”), the applicability 
of mathematics in describing physi- 
cal events, and the list could go on. 
If a person has a good sense of the 
historical development of a particu- 
lar scientific discipline and a quiet 
confidence in her confession that our 
world belongs to God then she need 
not be fearful. One certainly needs to 
understand the scientific arguments 
(and that is why one needs to study, 
say, evolutionary theory well in order 
to be to be able to address the chal- 


if 


mitment, trust, and faith. 


§ 


ital 


Again, I sense a relationship be- 
tween your last two questions. 
Where do these lectures leave us? 
Do they leave us with a Christian 
natural sen Not in the sense of a 
distinct, sturdy, bulwark of a special 
construction of a completely differ- 
ent appearance, But rather I argued 
that we should science as a pro- 
cess subject to historical change, and 
a human activity inter-related with 
many other activities. 

In that reflection questions of re- 
ligious direction and orientation 
become important. It will be (1) a 
science characterized by a stance 
of humility—not a false one in the 
VI icialism, as if sci- 


humans on the earth, (2) a science 
directed toward the i 
of reality and human experience in 
all its intriguing diversity and vari- 


The World and Our Calling Lecture Series 


Places Scientific Practice in Context 


Although initially difficult to understand, Dr. Arie Leegwater 
offered gems of wisdom for active listener 


CHRIS HOWLETT 
Staff Writer 


I attended the lecture entitled 
“Why Creation Matters: Nature as 
Given Context,” given by Dr. Arie 
Leegwater on January 18. The lec- 
ture focused on exactly what the 
title implies, but the most interest- 
ing sections were about the study 
on nature as science, and why it’s 
important to Christians to study sci- 
ence. 

Aside from being difficult to 
listen to, Leegwater provided 
many insightful views on why, as 
Christians, we need to explore and 
understand science and nature, as it 
is our God-given duty to do so. In 
learning about God's creation, we 
are not only furthering our knowl- 
edge about nature, but also about 
God and His intentions. It becomes 
increasingly obvious how 
much perfection is found in cre- 
ation, Leegwater noted that much 
of creation has perfection, but also 
noted that it is a fallen creation, and 
it is in the fallen aspects of creation 
that death and other imperfections 
have taken form. 

In the end, | would say Leegwater 
certainly made numerous points we 
have all heard in other Redeemer 
classes, but he provided new infor- 
mation that | would agree with. This 
was a lecture | would recommend to 
anyone who does not mind putting 
effort into listening to what's being 
said, 


more 
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LEANNE KERSBERGEN 
Special to The Crown 


Although much of the lecture 
material was above my level of un- 
derstanding, | learned much from 
Dr. Arie Leegwater’s lecturing. 
Primarily, I learned that it is neces- 
sary to remind ourselves that God 
created everything for our benefit. 
Mere mathematical formulas, chemi- 
cal equations, or biological processes 
do not give justice to creation. In this 
realization, Christians differ from 
non-Christian scientists; as specta- 
tors of God's works, Christians know 
more. 

Although our knowledge exceeds 
non-Christian scientists, we must rec- 
ognize that science is still extremely 
limited. With each scientific insight, 
there is always more to learn because 
God is continually involved in cre- 
ation, As a part of God's great cre- 
ation, we cannot expect to do more 
than find a description of nature. 

Further, Leegwater suggests that 
our scientific descriptions are inter- 
pretations of the book of nature writ- 
ten by God. Therefore, any reduction 
of nature to a set of laws is impossi- 
ble. No human can explain away the 
mysteries of the divine origin of cre- 
ation, 

In conclusion, the lecture series 
challenged me as a Christian science 
student to continue learning about all 
| encounter and to take joy in the un- 
known secrets of God's book of na- 
ture, 


BRANDON JORRITSMA 
Special to The Crown 


Dr. Arie Leegwater’s presentation 
on Thursday was a pleasure to at- 
tend, though it certainly wasn’t an 
event for the absent-minded or pas- 
sive listener. Though I gained some 
insightful knowledge by the end 
of the lecture, | learned quite early 
on that the density of Leegwater’s 
speech did not offer any leeway for 
those with short attention spans. 

However, considering Leegwater 
had only approximately one hour 
to give his presentation and was 
speaking to an audience composed 
primarily of faculty and students 
of the natural sciences, a dense, jar- 
gon-heavy lecture was not uncalled 
for. The most personally rewarding 
portion of the lecture, a short ques- 
tion-and-answer session, provided 
Leegwater with an opportunity to 
interact less formally and with more 
consciousness of his audience’s com- 
prehension. 

I left the lecture thinking about 
what I saw as one of the central ideas 
of his presentation: we ought not 
unquestioningly accept the scien- 
tific community’s claims on reality, 
but rather consider interpretation’s 
influence on the published results, 
keeping in mind the limited per- 
spective of the claims’ proponents, 
and the possibility of revision in the 
future. As scientifically advanced as 
humanity has become, we are not 
omniscient, nor will we ever be. 


gwater 


g, but understanding demands 


Ari 


atheistic scientific scholarship? 
ts and faculty through your three lectures? 


and reductionism, and (4) a science 
not seen as an all-encompassing sys- 
tem in its striving for possession of 
an all-encompassing truth. 

The Christian believer will have 
to discover, to learn, to never stop 
learning what science is about. 
Science thrives on an analysis of 
things and events which we encoun- 
ter as creational givens. 

And what of science’s relation 
to faith? For symmetry there is no 
place—nor for a static hierarchy. As I 
indicated we can speak of a certain 
priority. 

We confess in faith that our world 
is created. But that a_ particular 
constellation of clouds will arrive 
tomorrow to give us rain is informa- 
tion, a more or less correct and ac- 
curate assessment and description of 
the world. Science thrives on infor- 
mation. But the world has been lov- 
ingly prepared for us, as a place to 
be lived in, by a word of God. God’s 
word is a different language: that 
word is what I understand by be- 
lieving, and I will never get enough 
of that language. 

We need to nurture a deep respect 
for given possibilities: I think that is 


Worl 


IVORY COAST 


A failed coup in 
2002 has since 
left the country 
in civil unrest. 
Roughly 7, 500 
United Nations 
troops are in 

the country for 
peacekeeping ef- 
forts, and recent 
violent protests have erupted 
against them. President Laurent 
Gbagbo has called for rioters to 
calm down but has to this point 
been ignored. Some claim that 
Gbagpbo is part of the problem 
and want to see him removed 
from office, including several 
Nigerian officials. The country 
remains split in two, controlled 
by rebels in the north and the 
current government in the 
south, 


CHINA 


The rapid economical growth 
of China is being accompanied 
by more widespread discontent 
with the current government. 
Social unrest and disturbanc- 
es have increased by almost six 
percent in the past year, China’s 
leaders see social unrest as the 
biggest threat to their rule. A lot 
of unrest has occurred in smaller 
towns and cities, where corrupt 
local authorities have seized 
land and failed to give villagers 
adequate compensation. 


SERBIA 


The Eastern European country 


+eeg 


arguments that make Christianity look 


JAKE BELDER & 
AARON VERHOEF 
Senior Staff Writers 


the first response of a believer with 
the words of the Creator echoing 
in his heart. We may even speak of 
a task to nurture and maintain this 
world, 

In the practice of science much has 
been entrusted to us humans—en- 
trusted with all the relevant risks. In 
the Western tradition we have taken 
these given possibilities and altered 
them into a passion for reconstruc- 
tion. To become as Descartes once 
put it “masters and possessors of na- 
ture.” Entrustedness does not echo 
the language of reconstruction of 
reality, or a union with or produc- 
tion of reality, but rather a true rela- 
tionship, one of intimacy instead of 
alienation or violent greed. 

I think these few points should be 
handled with care. Indeed, if you are 
looking for handy formulas or reci- 
pes for practicing science Christianly, 
or if you somehow believe that a set 
of rules can be drawn up which will 
insure a Christian science, you have 
missed the thrust of my remarks. 
The heart of the Christian scientific 
enterprise is first of all not science 
and its tentative results, but rather 
the Truth, the Revelation, by which 
science is to be practiged. That Truth 
cannot be objectified; pointed to, or 
put down on paper. Rather, it is the 
source of renewal and the horizon of 
our life in all its multiplicity of ac- 
tions. 


Flash 


of Serbia has been 
looking towards 
membership in 
the European 
Union, but a stip- 
ulation has been 
set forth that be- 
fore they gain 
membership, they 
must hand over 
General Ratko 
Mladic, a Serbian 
army Official charged with major 
war crimes during the Bosnian 
War. The EU has told officials in 
the Serbian capital of Belgrade 
that if they do not cooperate, ne- 
gotiations can and will be sus- 
pended, The whereabouts of 
Mladic are currently not known, 
and he has been on the run since 
1995, Serbian officials are tell- 
ing the EU that they are actively 
looking for him. 


NIGERIA 


The government has declared 
their intent to issue a ban on ho- 
mosexual union in the coun- 

try and to sentence jail times to 
those who practice homosexual- 
ity or officiate in union ceremo- 
nies, This comes as a reaction 

to developments elsewhere 

in the world to keep Nigeria 
from a practice that is “unbib- 
lical, unnatural, and definite- 

ly un-African.” Those living in 
the Muslim north, governed by 
Sharia law, already face death 
by stoning for practicing homo- 
sexuality. President Olusegun 
Obasanjo of Nigeria has praised 
the Anglican Church’s stance on 
homosexuality. 
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Redeemer Hosts English Graduate Students 


Make sure to research your options before applying 


KATHLEEN FLOHR 
Junior Staff Writer 


n January 12, 2006, a small 
Bros of current Redeemer 
students and faculty gathered in the 
executive dining room for English 
Department Graduate panel, Despite 
the fact that there were only 15 stu- 
dents, the four panellists, Erin 
Goheen (2003), Angela Bick (2001), 
James Brink (2003), and Jeff Stacey 
(2001) had a lively discussion about 
their experiences pursuing various 
MA and PhD programs. 

These evenings are designed to 
give undergrads a chance to ask ques- 
tions of the panellists and get a sense 
of what post-grad education is really 
like, Although this panel was put on 
by the English department, the wide 
range of advice that the panellists 


gave can be applied to more than just 
the English discipline. 

For one of the panellists, one of the 
most surprising things was the “col- 
legial environment” at McMaster. 
The post-grad students are consid- 
ered colleagues of the professors, not 
just students. 

A point of concern for several of the 
panellists was finding a life outside 
of school. You really have to work in 
order not to “live your school.” 

James Brink found it a challenge to 
develop a life outside of law school, 
simply so that he would have some- 
thing to talk about with people be- 
sides litigation, Other questions 
touched on included finances, taking 
time off versus going straight from 
Redeemer, and the challenge of hav- 
ing to defend one’s faith in the class- 
room. 


FEA 


In terms of whether or not to take 
time off between a BA and an MA, or 
an MA and a Ph.D., answers varied. 
Several panellists had taken time off 
to work and teach English overseas. 
Several did not, and although it gave 
them more time to prepare the ap- 
plication, they expressed regret at 
not taking time off between the MA 
and the PhD; however, it was point 
ed out that education gaps may come 
under scrutiny when applying for 
programs. 

Finances were another subject 
touched on, Although it depends a 
great deal on where you look, in gen- 
eral there is more financial help for 
post-graduate programs, including 
TA and research positions, as well 
as grants and scholarships that make 
graduate school much less of a finan- 
cial burden than, say, Redeemer, 


Furthermore, you have to have a 
certain level of self-motivation and 
self-direction to survive an MA pro- 
gram. 

Dr. Deborah Bowen provided a 
handout of an email discussion be- 
tween several current graduate stu- 
dents who could not attend. Answers 
were generally congruent with the 
panellists —Redeemer is an adequate 
preparation for graduate school. 
Nobody felt as though their back- 
ground was lacking or that their time 
at Redeemer had been an inadequate 
preparation. 

Something else that came up in 
discussion is the fact that Redeemer 
students have it pretty lucky when 
it comes to having their faith chal- 
lenged, Erin Goheen, currently an 
MA student at McMaster, said, “Use 
this safer space [Redeemer] to bring 


URES 


out doubts and questions before you 


” 


RO. 

Something that was emphasized 
by almost all of the panellists is the 
need to know your Bible stories, have 
your convictions, and be ready to de- 
fend them. James Brink mentioned 
that the theoretical idea of world- 
view versus “the real world outside 
of Redeemer” is very different. 

When asked if there was anything 
they wish they had done differently, 
it was knowing the “nuts and bolts 
of program requirements,” to “take 
notes!” and research different pro- 
grams. Know your options, not only 
in terms of where and what you want 
to study, but also in terms of scholar- 
ships and funding. Know yourself, 
and what you are capable of. Know 
what you want to do. Research your 
program and your options, 


Witnessing at McMaster Proves to be a Rewarding Experience 


So why are we 
afraid to share the 
gospel? 


MARK DEVOS 
Junior Staff Writer 


Lz Wednesday I had the op- 
portunity to visit McMaster 
University for “Evangelism Day” 
with three other Redeemer students. 
I was somewhat excited but also ap- 
prehensive as I had never participat- 
ed in direct evangelism before. 

Upon arriving at McMaster I was 
teamed up witha guy by the name of 
Lindsey, a second year who had been 
a Christian all of his life. He seemed 
like a timid guy, so 1 was shocked to 
learn that he had done this numer- 
ous times before. I shared with him 
my reservations about going up to a 
random person and initiating a con- 
versation about Jesus. He explained 
to me that it was no big deal and that 
he had done it dozens of times. And 
so the journey began... 

To start out our expedition my 
new friend led in prayer for the peo- 
ple’s hearts who we would be talking 
to. I thought this was cool. We then 
left the meeting place and headed 
towards the cafeteria. We purchased 
some food in the cafeteria, but after 
doing so, I suddenly felt scared and 
demobilized as an overwhelming 
skepticism came over me about the 
whole Christian faith. I began to 
get very anxious and apprehensive 
about this and had an overwhelm- 
ing number of thoughts creep into 
my head: “Why am I out here after all? 
I have never done this and don’t have a 
clue what I am doing. I don’t even have 
assurance of the Christian faith, so what 
gives me the right to proclaim its validi- 
ty? People will probably see Lindsey and 
las a bunch of hyped up Mormons try- 
ing to push them into our cult. What if 
the person we talk to makes a scene and 
tells us to F*#% off, or perhaps even 
worse, what if | can't answer the ques- 
tions | am asked and then turn some- 
one off to the faith. This is the last time I 
want to do anything like this!” 

Although my uneasiness persist- 
ed, I followed Lindsey and took a 
seat at a table beside him. Lindsey 
made a point to introduce himself 
to a Chinese fellow by the name of 
Guan who was sitting next to us. 
After discovering that Guan lives in 
China during the summer months, 
we talked about his country for 
about five minutes. This was easy 
enough. 

However, it wasn’t long after my 
heart began to slow down from my 
fanatical fears that Lindsey asked 
Guan if Christmas was celebrated in 
China. Guan responded with a “ya 
sure we do” and then went on to ex- 
plain how they celebrate Christmas 
in China. 

Lindsey then inquired, “So do 
you know the meaning of Christmas 
in North America?” After fumbling 
with words for a little while it quick- 
ly became evident that Guan did not 
know much at all about Christmas. 
Lindsey picked up on this and took 
the opportunity to ask Guan if he 


Esther Dillabough, Matt Pamplin, Mark DeVos, 
University campus after a few hours of witness 


could share with him about God and 
how he related to Christmas. Guan 
said quite simply “sure.” So Lindsey 
pulled out his Youth for Christ book- 
let and started sharing the simple 
gospel with Guan. Each of the four 
themes that are outlined in this 
booklet is listed below: 


1) God loves you and created you 
to know Him personally. He has a 
wonderful plan for your life. 


2) People are sinful and separated 
from God, so we cannot know Him 
personally or experience His love 
and plan, 


3) Jesus Christ is God’s only pro- 
vision for our sin. Through Him 
alone can we know God personal- 
ly and experience God’s love and 
plan, 


4) We must individually receive 
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord; we 
then can know God personally and 
experience His love and plan 


While Lindsey was sharing these 
points he was interrupted a num- 
ber of times by Guan, who had 
many many questions, After hear- 
ing Lindsey share an overview of 
who God is as well as answer some 
of Guan’s questions 
I realized that 
Lindsey was one 
of the most coura- 
geous Christians 
I had ever met. 
The best part of 
this story is that, 
although run- 
ning late for class, 
Guan actually 
asked _Lindsey 
for some contact 
information and 
asked to keep 
the booklet that 
Lindsey had went 
over with him. 
Isn’t that cool? 


My Personal 
Reflections 


The bottomline 


is that there is fruit in direct evange- 
lism; however, I did not find the ex- 
perience comfortable at all. Sitting 
down at the table in McMaster’s caf- 
eteria and talking to someone would 
have been relatively easy for me to 
do. But this was different. I don’t 
know if you can picture this in your 
mind, but when Lindsey asked Guan 
if he could share about God I pan- 
icked. I freaked out, and my mind 
went crazy when I thought of how 
Guan probably knew that we had a 
motive behind striking up a conver- 
sation with him. There is something 
that just petrifies me when it comes 
sharing my faith with anyone, let 
alone a complete stranger. 

Sharing Christ with friends and 
family has been one of the biggest 
ways in which has tested me in 
y time I share my 
e, 1am challenged 
because | am forged to step back and 
say to myself, “Hey, do I really be- 
lieve that Christ is my only hope in 
this life and in the next?” 

Aside from the challenge, I am left 
with the question of whether or not I 
want to do something like this again. 
Below you will fine my rationale for 
not wanting to share my faith as well 
as the scriptures that convict me of 
why I should share my faith with 
people. 
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Reasons why I don’t share my 
faith: 


1) I get afraid 

I genuinely love people. And al- 
though I know I am loved by friends 
and family, this is not enough. I have 
an inner need to be accepted—to be 
candid, I want everyone to accept 
me. So if I approach someone and 
tell them about Christ and they re- 
ject the gospel then I would feel like 
they don’t like me. 

The other day I was talking with 
my good friend Esther Dillabough. 
Esther has been going to McMaster 
off and on for about a year and a 
half. She just goes up to random 
people and asks them how there are 
doing. Although she does not use the 
Youth for Christ pamphlet, God usu- 
ally comes up at some point in her 
conversations. Esther’s main focus is 
to see where people are at and some- 
how show them Christ. This girl, 
in the dozens of times that she has 
shared Christ, has only been told “I 
don‘t want to talk about Jesus” once! 
Clearly my fear has been blown out 
of proportion. Not only that, but it 
seems as if my fear of God has been 
eclipsed by a fear of man. My fear of 
man is preventing me from living 
faithfully to the gospel. 


2) I get uncom- 
fortable 

It is much eas- 
ier to just hang 
out in my dorm 
or go dorm hop- 
ping on campus. 
Why should | 
change my rou- 
tine? I hate being 
put in uncomfort- 
able situations! 

T want to be 
comfortable, 
but no where 
in the bible does 
it say that fol- 
lowing Christ 
is comfortable, 
Oftentimes | 
feel as if | am far 
more interested 
in being com- 
fortable — than 


being faithful. 


4) It’s not my job 

lam not an evangelist so why should 
| invest time into sharing my faith? 

“You are the light of the world. 
A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 
Neither do people light a lamp and 
put it under a bowl. Instead they put 
it on its stand, and it gives light to 
everyone in the house. In the same 
way, let your light shine before men, 
that they may see your good deeds 
and praise your father in heaven” 
(Matthew 5:14-16). 

It seems as if I have been hiding 
behind an excuse that is not even 
biblical. 


5) No one has taught me how 

I can only learn how to share my 
faith. If there is no one I know who is 
sharing the gospel with people then 
how am I going to know how one is 
to go about sharing the gospel with 
people? Just as my pastor and el- 
ders in my church should be there to 
model how the Christian is to live, I 
should also see people who evange- 
lize who can show me how one goes 
about tackling such an activity. 

Recently I found out that one of 
the most timid and humble girls | 
know is probably the epitome of a 
modern day evangelist. But she de- 
fies every single stereotype. The 
problem with the word is that it car- 
ries so much baggage. Esther just 
asks people how they are doing and 
joins into their lives for a short pe- 
riod and then leaves, but she touch- 
es people's lives deeply. I look to her 
when I wonder how one is to evan- 
gelize. Esther has had no formal 
evangelism education. But she does 
know how to rely on the Holy Spirit 
in prayer. And that is something | 
think we all could learn more from. 


6) I know God but I lack the pas- 
sion for Him and His mission 

I genuinely want to see more peo- 
ple come to the assurance of the fact 
that God loves them enough to sac- 
rifice His own Son. I want to assure 
people of how I have experienced 
God's love. I want them to know that 
I am sure that He has an ultimate 
plan for my life and theirs. I want 
to see people enter the Kingdom, | 
want to see people find true mean- 
ing and worth in Christ. But often- 
times I don’t have the conviction and 
zeal that is needed to communicate 
this. This idea of conviction is a com- 
plicated one. If I don’t have convic- 
tion in the message of Jesus Christ 
than how can I expect others to? 


I think this is where I have to sur- 
render to God saying, “You know 
what God, | can’t even believe in 
you without the faith that you give. 
Please give me more faith so that | 
can glorify you. Give me more faith 
so that I can testify to the treasure 
that I have found in you. Give me a 
heart for the lost. Empower me with 
your Holy Spirit so that I can live 
with a peace and joy that passes all 
understanding. In your Son’s name | 
pray. Amen.” 

If you want any information on 
evangelism at McMaster University 


contact Esther Dillabough at excessp 
otential@hotmailcom 
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Redeemer Students Break Free of the “Bubble” 


Furthering Christ’s Kingdom despite school busyness 


STEVEN DYKSTRA 
Junior Staff Writer 


or years there’ has 
been talk about the 
“Redeemer bubble”: a_pro- 
tective seal which 
over the dorms, the campus 
building, and perhaps a local 
church or distinct parts of the 
Meadowlands Power Centre. 
This bubble can isolate stu- 
dents from the “real world.” 
As we are called by Christ 
to make disciples of all na- 
tions, it takes no stretch of 
imagination to 


wraps 


understand 
how this geographical, or 
geometrical, situation of liv- 
ing in a bubble can hurt our 
personal witness and leave 
us too comfortable in our 
Christianity 

However, there are many 
who, 


Redeemer — students 


aware of the need in our 
local community, have cho- 
sen to give some of their 
time outside of the Redeemer 
community, So, instead of 
condemning the — student 
body and finding reasons for 
them to reach out, I feel that 
highlighting the experiences 
of Redeemer volunteers in the 
Hamilton area is much more 
appropriate 

Emily Darling is a_ ste- 
reotypically overcommitted 
Redeemer student. As an art 
major, living off-campus with 
no car, she is currently en 
rolled in six full courses, a few 
of which require six hours 
per week. She also works as 
a waitress at Swiss Chalet for 
15 to 20 hours per week and 
works at the Education de- 
partment Friday afternoons. 
However, among this franti- 


cally busy schedule, there js 
something that has captured 
her heart and her agenda, 

“At Redeemer, it’s easy to 
be caught up with comfort, 
not being challenged to con- 
front non-Christians. Our 
purpose is to show God's love 
to everybody. As a Christian, 
our goal is to tell about 
Christ; I feel that I’ve learned 
enough and grown enough to 
be able to do that effectively,” 
said Darling. 

Therefore, Darling decid- 
ed to volunteer at Re-Create, 
an arts program for kids and 
their young mothers, run in 
conjunction with the Living 
Rock. (You may have seen 
some Re-Create art on dis- 
play in the Art Gallery in 
October.) The intention of this 
art workshop is encouraging 
the kids to interact with their 


parents in learning some art. 
The kids are as young as 18 
months old, while the parents 
are usually between the ages 
of 16 and mid-twenties. As 
an aspiring art therapist, this 
type of work is ideal for her. 

When I asked her for final 
comments, she broadened 
my horizons of volunteer- 
ism by saying, “Any kind of 
connection with the outside 
world is an outreach—be- 
friending anyone in the ‘secu- 
lar’ world is a part of building 
the Kingdom.” 

If you are interested in Re- 
Create or Living Rock, you 
can get some more informa- 
tion by talking to Darling or 
Amanda Lammers. 

Kevin Machens, the HA 
of dorm 13, is giving up his 
prime social time—Friday 
nights—to reach out to a 


group which has captured 
his passion. This past year he 
had helped lead Lift, a high- 
school youth group based 
out of Church on the Rock 
(Mohawk College). The mis- 
sion of Lift is simple: “to live 
and present Christ in every 
setting so that everyone will 
experience the love of Jesus, 
[and] to provide ever-evolv- 
ing, constantly 
love home for every teen to 
experience Christ's love and 
acceptance.” 


welcoming 


Machens isa regular speak- 
er for their weekly meetings; 
his 20 to 30 minute message 
usually takes about 10 hours 
to prepare. Other than that, 
he’s been writing a small cur- 
riculum for four weeks of 
Bible study in small groups, 
and he makes himself avail- 
able for listening and prayer 


after every meeting. 

“God's given a purpose, 
a demographic,” Machens 
says, after Lift hosted a band 
night in a Christian school 
that attracted over 175 teens 
“It's got to be Spirit driven, 
because we're getting out far 
more than we can possibly 
put it.” 

The rewards are obvious: 
“Seeing kids go from not 
knowing Christ to become 
fully developed followers of 
Christ. That’s the only rea- 
son why Lift exists.” In fact, 
Machens believes in this proj- 
ect so much he is planning 
to move to Port Elgin for the 
summer to “franchise” this 
youth group into another 
community. If you are inter- 
ested in hearing more about 
Lift or want to get involved, 
talk to Machens at dorm 13. 


An Invitation to Good Grief 


“The'teachers are com- 
mitted to teaching a 
Christian worldview in 
all thé\subjects and 
grounding the students 
in that knowledge.” 


- Roelof Peereboom 


“1 really enjoy the com- 
munity aspect of it. I 
like the approachability 
of, professors and that 
the material is taught 
from a Christian 
perspective...plus Laura 
Turner.” 


- Andrew Nunn 
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“The feeling of the nice 
Christian family atmo- 
sphere. You can tell any- 
body your problem 
here, and there’s so 
much caring and love 
from other students to 
help you through vari- 
ous things you go 
through.” 


- Kevin Kerr 


“The people definitely, 
especially the cafeteria 
staff.” 


- Bethia Kinyua 
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“The people andthe en- 
vironment. It’s just that 
kind of comfortables’ 
Christian envirénment 
where you can just. » 
relax. The people are * 
very friendl FT ee. 
professors a r helpful.” 


- Angelina Younes 
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“The one-on-one. inter- 
action with the profes- 
sors and the gmiall class- 


room sizepes 


- Amanda Scarlett 


MICAFL ARCF 


Good grieving is a beneficial life skill 


Submitted by Miki Beldman 


One of my favourite cartoon 
character’s signature expressions 
is “good grief.” In the context of 
Charlie Brown’s life in Peanuts, he 
uses this phrase to communicate 
a wide spectrum of feelings about 
different situations without a lot of 
differentiation. It is clear, however, 
that his comment is not to be taken 
literally. 

But why not? Why are we quick 
to classify “good grief” as an out- 
dated expletive or an oxymoron, 
rather than accepting that there is a 
“good grief” process? 

Perhaps the first obstacle to good 
grief is our lack of awareness. We 
ignore the ambivalence resulting 
from change and its resulting grief 
reactions. We couldn't wait to come 
to university, yet we are surprised 
that we are homesick for the famil- 
iarity of our family and community 
back home, and when we do return 
home for Thanksgiving, it doesn’t 
quite feel like the same place be- 
cause we have changed. 

We enjoy being part of a couple, 
yet miss the freedom of being un- 
attached. We feel relieved that we 
have been able to drop a course 
that was putting us over the edge, 
but we lose regular contact with the 
people we liked in that class. 

Any change, even a_ positive 
one, results in some degree of loss. 
Ignoring these feelings sets us up 
for significant compound grief 
when we experience the big loss- 
es: break-ups, failures, accidents, 
deaths, and other traumas. 

Admitting to the difficult feel- 
ings associated with change and 
loss is a first and often challeng- 
ing step. Some of us are caught off- 
stride by anxiety and fear about 
having those feelings at all. Our 
cultural contexts encourage our de- 
nial. “Big boys don’t cry,” so they 
become irritable and angry. “Big 
girls don’t cry,” because they'll be 


as labelled hysterical, so they be- 
come depressed. 

“God works out everything for 
good” say good Christians, with- 
out discerning what that means 
to those suffering through a par- 
ticularly hard situation. Messages 
of “Keep a stiff upper lip,” “Don’t 
air your dirty laundry in public,” 
“Be strong and independent,” and 
“Don't ask for help” are scripts in- 
grained into our collective psyche 
for generations. 

Jesus wept. His friend Lazarus 
was dead, and Lazarus's sis- 
ters were beside themselves with 
grief. Jesus was honest about His 
own loss and the suffering of His 
friends, Mary and Martha. 

Jesus’ deep sorrow had both an 
inner dynamic and a communal 
expression. He knew that the ac- 
knowledgement of His pain hon- 
oured both His own feelings and 
the love He felt for this family and 
His dead friend. Jesus modeled un- 
selfconsciousness about His pain 
from which we can learn. In the 
end, He experienced all our suf- 
fering on the cross. Jesus gets good 
grief. 

Are there losses you are trying to 
process on your own, but in which 
you feel stuck? Are you interested 
in dialogue about a good grief pro- 
cess that you can apply privately 
or in a confidential group? Learn 
about grief graphs, feeling differ- 
entiation and coping strategies, 
and other tools that will be help- 
ful in any change you might expe- 
rience. 


Call Miki Beldman, Redeemer 
Counselling Services, at exten- 
sion 4294 if you would be inter- 
ested in a group in the New Year. 
Just leave a message at extension 
4294 or e-mail at patmos@nas.net. 
All responses will be kept strictly 
confidential, 


Faith Justice Politics 


visit us at Www.cpj.ca 


support the work of social justice 
Christians by becoming a member 


(only $10 for students) 


read the Catalyst available in 
your library 


CITIZENS for PUBLIC JUSTICE 


229 College Street, Suite 311, Toronto, Ontario M5T 1R4 
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Joyfully Following God With Crippling Limitations 


Student Pieter Harsevoort shares words of wisdom on his personal trials and successes 


JASON DUERMEYER 
Senior Staff Writer 


hat makes Pieter 

Harsevoort unique 
is not that he has never 
walked but that he exudes an 
almost incomprehensible joy 
despite his severe physical 
limitations. 

A fourth-year Redeemer 
student majoring in Religion 
and Theology, Pieter 
Harsevoort recently agreed 
to open the door to his heart 
long enough for my inquisi- 
tive journalistic mind to 
catch a treasured glimpse of 
the light of Christ shining in 
him. 

Pieter is intimately aware 
of what it means to live every 
day with severe physical lim- 
itations, Candidly and with- 
out hesitation, he explained 
the nature and implications 
of Spinal Muscular Atrophy, 
the neuromuscular disease 
that has confined him to his 
electric wheelchair. 

The degenerative disease 
has left him unable to fully 
stretch his arms and legs, and 
tasks that most people take 
for granted, such as using a 
pen or a spoon, have become 
virtually impossible. 

Throughout his life, his 
disease has been responsi- 


ble for countless encounters 
with pneumonia, And being 
treated condescendingly by 
strangers peering through 
the lens of stereotypes has 
been commonplace. 

Yet none of this really 
seems to bother Pieter. 

“IL remember a few times, 
when I was a child, I had 
wanted to climb a tree, and 
that’s pretty much the only 
memory I have of really 
being disappointed with my 
physical limitations...I’m 
sure it would have been fun 
to play sports or just be able 
to walk around, but because 
I've never known anything 
different, acceptance is real- 
ly easy. And, to put it kind of 
bluntly, my life is really good! 
It’s great actually. I love it.” 

There are various reasons 
for Pieter’s optimism, Since 
arriving at Redeemer, his 
faith in God has grown deep- 
ly, and he has further devel- 
oped his passion for both 
social engagement and intel- 
lectual pursuits. 

A poor student is cer- 
tainly one thing that Pieter 
is not. After finishing his 
undergraduate degree at 
Redeemer, he intends to at- 
tend McMaster University 
to attain a graduate degree 
in the writings of the Church 
Fathers. 

Particularly eye-opening 
for Pieter during his stay at 
Redeemer has been the idea 
of faith seeking understand- 
ing: “It’s easy for academic 
Christians to be confused or 


cautious about letting their 
faith play a part in their schol- 


arship. | probably would 


have shared that same fear 
up until a few years ago... 
The opening up of scholar 
ship to beliefs and faith and 
credos has been great, espe- 
cially in that it allows faith to 
lay a foundation not just for 
my religious life but for my 
academic life and my social 
interaction...To let faith take 
hold of every aspect of life,” 
he explained. 

Pieter is clearly a book- 
worm. Asked to describe 


MICAELAR EB 
Pieter Harsevoort holds a copy of Augustine’s Confessions. 
He wishes to study the Church Fathers in graduate school. 


his idea of a perfect day, 
he smiled and recalled his 
spending a day last summer 
under the shade of a tree next 
to a pond, removed from all 
distractions, racing through 
the pages of Les Miserables. 

His talking about his con- 
tentment while in the dark- 
ness of valleys started to 
overwhelm me with glad- 
ness when he pinpointed the 
most important root of the 
joy that his friends have al- 
ways known him to exude: 
his confidence in God. 

“Of great benefit to me 


in daily life is my faith that 
God does know best and 
that whatever limitations he 
gives me or anybody else, 
even though we can’t un- 
derstand it and see it, they 
are for the best and that I’m 
better off the way I am than 
any other way, even though I 
can’t explain how or why all 
the time,” he said. 

I asked Pieter what single 
piece of advice he would give 
to a complete stranger, given 
the chance, Staying true to 
his pensive character, he re- 
positioned the seat of his 
wheelchair and took a long 
moment to reflect before re- 
sponding thoughtfully, “One 
thing I've definitely learned 
has been to trust in God’s 
faithfulness and providence. 
There will certainly be trials 
in everyone’s life, and there 
are always struggles and 
things you wish might have 
gone differently. 

“But from my own expe- 
rience—and I hope it’s not 
unique—God has _provid- 
ed everything that I need 
in every struggle and every 
trial] to make it through a bet- 
ter person. It’s not always 
easy, but the only way to re- 
ally grow spiritually is to be 
challenged spiritually and 
to struggle...Not only will 
God provide for everything 
a Christian needs to cope 
with suffering, but also suf- 
fering is not necessarily a bad 
thing.” 

Despite this confidence, 
Pieter is just like most stu- 


dents at Redeemer: apathy 
was the first thing he men- 
tioned that he would like to 
change about himself. “At 
times,” he said, “I’m quite 
happy with my situation de- 
spite glaring sinfulness and 
my own weaknesses. I’m a 
pretty easygoing guy, and 
usually that’s a good thing. 

“But sometimes I’m a bit 
too easygoing with myself, 
and | lack the willpower to 
make difficult changes in 
my own life—changes that 
would benefit me but that 
would be unpleasant in the 
short term, If only I could get 
double portions of the Spirit 
to help me to combat my 
own laziness!” 

Rarely does Pieter, who 
has every reason to be frus- 
trated with his situation, be- 
come irritated. “Every once 
and a while...if I'm on my 
own and | can’t reach some- 
thing that is an inch beyond 
my hand, that can be frustrat- 
ing—that something can be 
so near and yet so far...But I 
can't really say that I get real- 
ly infuriated by anything.” 

Even Pieter’s rare mo- 
ments of frustration due to 
his physical constraints are 
relieved by his hope and 
faith in the promises of God: 
“These limitations are not 
permanent...When the time 
comes, I will have a restored 
body, and it'll be an existence 
without disease and sorrow 
and crippling limitations. 
And that makes life pretty 
easy.” 


What Motivates Canadians 


Individuals are 
encouraged to 
change their lifestyles 
to combat Global 
Warming 


LISA VANDER WOUDE 
Special to The Crown 


fter an excellent Sunday 

night meal I sit back and ob- 
serve while my dad, brother, and 
several other members of the male 
species huddle around a booklet dis- 
playing the latest additions to the 
Chevrolet line-up. My artistic eye, 
coupled with a new-found environ- 
mentally friendly attitude, notes that 
the beautifully designed pamphlet 
alone must've cost a pretty penny 
due to the thick, glossy pages and 
full-colour imaging. I can’t help but 
smile as I watch them pour over pic- 
tures of manly trucks with 19 inch 
chrome wheels, dual exhaust and a 
towing capacity of 8,100 pounds. We 
live in Canada and we need these 
heavy-duty machines to survive in 
this climate, right? 

Here in the Golden Horseshoe, 
winters are becoming increasing- 
ly warm and we are experiencing 
snowfall rates that seem to decrease 
with each passing year. Do we real- 
ly need SUVs and pickup trucks to 
safely combat the handful of times it 
snows more than five centimeters? 
And who really uses their SUVs 
and pickups for transporting messy 
or awkward supplies when you can 
simply get it shipped anywhere in 
the world for a reasonable fee? 

And so I introduce to you a real 
problem: Canadians like to live large 
and enjoy many things that not only 
pollute the environment but also 
consume incredible amounts of en- 
ergy. All of this is often done without 
consideration of the impact on our 
earth for reasons which betray the 
self-absorbed attitude of a wealthy 
society. I am almost positive that in 
checking out which pickup truck my 
dad should buy, energy consump- 
tion and fuel efficiency were not 
central concerns, The deciding fac- 
tor on this purchase will not be: can 
the environment handle the strain of 
another vehicle on the road? It will 
instead be: can | afford this purchase 
at this time? 

What many Canadians do not re- 


alize is the significance of decisions 
as large as the aforementioned, and 
as small as keeping the fridge door 
closed while you pour your glass of 
milk. Many of our human activities 
result in greenhouse gases (GHGs) 
being emitted into the atmosphere, 
which can disrupt its inherent bal- 
ance and cause climate change. 
Businesses and corporations aside, 
our individual GHGs represent 
roughly 28% of Canada’s total. 

Fact: the planet is slowly heat- 
ing up because of our lifestyles. If 
we continue in this pattern, we will 
be left with millions of SUVs de- 
signed for “Canadian winters,” and 
not a flake of snow in sight! Climate 
change means we are seeing melting 
permafrost in the North, declining 
water levels in our lakes and rivers, 
and more extreme weather events 
such as droughts, ice storms, and 
floods. 

The necessity of examining our 
priorities is crucial to the future state 
of the earth. Individual citizens need 
to stop waiting for the government 
to clean up their act and to make a 
personal commitment to begin re- 
ducing GHGs in their own lives. 

The government has proven that 
they are concerned with the well- 
being of the environment through 
programs such as The One-Tonne 
Challenge. Rather than merely tar- 
geting large businesses, they have 
chosen to tackle perhaps a more dif- 
ficult arena as well. Here they focus 
on individual citizens making practi- 
cal changes in their lives to decrease 
their GHGs by 20 percent. 

However, one factor remains 
that may turn The One-Tonne 
Challenge into another pipe dream: 
it is extremely difficult to persuade 
a wealthy culture to make personal 
sacrifices. Canadians need many in- 
centives; thus, early on in The One- 
Tonne Challenge booklet is found 
the section: What's in it for you? The 
need for this section epitomizes a 
central problem in Canadian cul- 
ture, It proves what motivates this 
culture, what can catapult it into ac- 
tion. 

As Christians it should come as 
a surprise that motivational tools 
are needed in the first place; should 
it not be enough that “God said 
so,” and therefore we ensure that 
the earth is properly looked after? 
Ideally, of course, this is what would 
be happening today. However, even 
Christians are guilty of living with 
a consumerist attitude. How much 
less can we expect unbelieving indi- 
viduals to respect God’s wishes? 


lays the essential 
jange in a demo- 
Canada is educa- 
tion, In Canada, I would argue that 
education is valued almost as high- 
ly as money. People sacrifice many 
things for it and regard informa- 
tion as power. By using the media, 
the government can help spread 
awareness about our impact on the 
environment and how we ought to 
change. Knowing more about the 
issues can motivate them to take 
action, perhaps causing them to con- 
sider the implications of the choices 
they make everyday. The One-Tonne 
Challenge works on this principle. 

Education is also important be- 
cause people tend to ignore things 
they can’t physically see. For exam- 
ple, people become concerned about 
smog when they can see the brown 
haze or when they get an asthma at- 
tack, but they aren’t concerned about 
smog when they don’t notice it. 

Opening the eyes of the general 
public to the fact that we all emit 
nearly six two-storey three-bedroom 
houses full of greenhouse gases, 
which is nearly six tonnes of green- 
house gases, each year helps make 
the issue more tangible. Asking each 
individual to subtract just one of 
those houses from the r yearly emis- 
sions is a task tha ryone can at 
least understand. Perhaps when peo- 
ple understand they will also act. 

To help put things in greater 
perspective, some environmental 
groups work on national levels but 
use community-based social mar- 
keting, By bringing the information 
to their communities and tailoring 
it especially to the particular com- 
munity, individuals feel a greater 


sense of responsi to the issue. 
However, in an in ation-saturat- 
ed culture, Canadians only give so 


much listening time to issues such 
as these, 4: 

Education will cause different 
reactions: some e will change 
because they ee that it is in 
everyone's best interest, some won't 
change until they see their neigh- 
bours participating, others won't 
change until they see incentives, and 
perhaps the most stubborn of the 
lot will refuse to change until it is 
made law. In any case, it is obvious 
that using education as a tool is not 
enough on its own: education sees 
best results when combined with 
other tools. 

Seeing a familiar, trust-wor- 
thy face promoting The One-Tonne 


Challenge is making use of anoth- 
er tool the government can use to 


promote energy conservation. By 
making energy efficiency popular 
through the well-known critic Rick 
Mercer, the government not only 
raised awareness of the problem, 
but they made it cool to talk about. 
Sadly enough, Canadians can be mo- 
tivated to change based on who else 
is doing it. While this could poten- 
tially result in a stalemate, the tactic 
can still be effective as part of a larg- 
er plan of action. 

By far the most effective tool is 
creating financial incentive for en- 
ergy conservation. When consum- 
ers feel the losses in dollar signs, 
they will cut back on their extrav- 
agances. The government can use 
this predictable tool as leverage in 
the struggle to cut back energy con- 
sumption by the general population; 
thus, while consumers are disgrun- 
tled about their expensive energy 
bills, a price tag that tries to include 
some of the environmental strain 
would be higher yet. 

In online forums, many people 
are talking about how they now take 
shorter showers, put on extra lay- 
ers of clothing when they are cold, 
walk to and from school, and trade 
in some of their high energy-con- 
suming activities for environmental- 
ly friendly ones. Increasing costs of 
fuel, hydro, and natural gas are pow- 
erful motivators for cutting back. 

Likewise, increasing taxes on 
items that are not energy-efficient 
would discourage people from pur- 
chasing them. Dalton McGuinty ar- 
gues that the Canadian government 
should be more aggressive in capi- 
talizing this portion of the market. 

Alternatively, the government 
could also demonstrate to individu- 
als how they can earn or save money 
by decreasing their GHGs. Some ex- 
amples of this are financial incen- 
tives offered to sales clerks who sell 
or promote efficient products and re- 
bates on the purchase of hybrids and 
low emission vehicles. 

Louise Comeau, Director of the 
Centre for Sustainable Community 
Development, claims that “the kinds 
of incentives that [Canada has] 
today are minimal and timid,” espe- 
cially in comparison to other coun- 
tries like the United States. In order 
to cause environmental improve- 
ments through lifestyle changes, 
Canadians are demanding better fi- 
nancial incentives. 

If all else fails, “respectfully” push 
Canadians to do the wise thing. The 
government must take responsible 
action, and this would include creat- 
ing “regulatory reform,” One hopes 


be Environmental Stewards? 


that most mature, responsible indi- 
viduals would recognize the impor- 
tance of their cooperation before it 
comes to this point. 

However, a large portion or the 
population will hold off until threat- 
ened by government fines. This is 
one of the last tools the government 
holds to help individuals recognize 
that their compliance is essential to 
the future of the country. The pub- 
lic needs to be pushed. Regulatory 
reform is far more effective than ad- 
vertising or education and would 
greatly support projects like The 
One-Tonne Challenge and the Kyoto 
Protocol, 

We are driven by a progressive 
economic and self-concerned atti- 
tude that leaves little room for en- 
vironmental concerns. Most of the 
tools mentioned above require gov- 
ernment participation, which may 
be discouraging for those of us who 
would like to help motivate fel- 
low Canadians. It may be best for 
us to strongly support projects like 
The One-Tonne Challenge and the 
Kyoto Protocol agreement, which 
may eventually lead to regulatory 
reform. 

The greatest barrier for an im- 
provement in the emission of GHGs 
is the attitude of some Canadians 
that they, as individuals, make no 
difference in the broad scheme of 
things. By making use of some of 
the tools mentioned above, perhaps 
this attitude will change. Millions of 
individuals making a concerted ef- 
fort to reduce their negative impact 
on the environment will put a size- 
able dent our 28 percent emission 
output. 

Education is perhaps our most 
encouraging tool for us because it 
is one that we can firmly wrap our 
hands around. And so, as I sat there 
that Sunday night relaxing and ob- 
serving the excitement of the men 
over a sweet machine (because I 
myself am a true SUV kind of girl), 
I thought, How am I going to convince 
this family who has so many luxuries 
that cutting back is a good thing? 

The answer is simple: the dinner 
table may not be a classroom, but 
people listen just the same. I'll win 
them over the same way I was won, 
but through casual conversation. I'll 
keep dropping essential tidbits of 
information to open their eyes to the 
invisible world of GHGs and envi- 
ronmental concerns, I'll give a few 
reminders about our GHGs leading 
to climate change and to disasters 
like hurricane Katrina, and I think 
the love will come through. 
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ARTS & CULTURE 


C.S. Lewis’ Road to Faith Inspires Students 


= 


- Dr.J.Bowen — 
examines Lewis’ life 
ice ad, WOT. oom 


JAKOB VAN DORP 
Senior Staff Writer 


cMaster University was 

blessed by the presence of 
Dr. John Bowen last Thursday eve- 
ning. In a presentation entitled “The 
Spirituality of Narnia” Bowen laid 
a framework for understanding the 
strong spiritual tones of C.S. Lewis’ 
The Chronicles of Narnia series where 
good and evil conflict in a world 
needing just as much redemption as 
our own. Bowen's presentation con- 
tained the truth about Jesus Christ, 
and that truth was upheld boldly, yet 
sensitively. 

Bowen began by tracing out CS. 
Lewis’ life. From a nominal accep- 
tance of the Protestant tradition of 
his parents, Lewis became an ardent 
atheist by the age of thirteen. He at- 
tributed this partially to the passion 
of the local priest for distinguishing 
between the Church of England and 
Catholic traditions. 

As an atheist, Lewis occasionally 
experienced feelings of joy which he 
described as “the unsatisfied desire 
more satisfactory than any other sat- 
isfaction” and as “splashes of God- 
life in the dark woods of our lives.” 

During this same time, Lewis 
developed a strong interest in my- 
thology —especially Norse mythol- 


uate studiesna wis’ exposure. 


new writers—particularly George 


MacDonald and G.K. Chesterton— _ no 


began to open up his mind. It was "eo 


not until much later, in 1929, that 


Lewis’ hard, atheistic shell began to” 


crack, 

He recalls accepting a choice, the 
details of which he was not certain, 
while riding the bus up Headington 
Hill one day. Later on that year, he 
found himself forced to admit that 
God is God, and that God had in- 
deed made him. Rather than de- 


scribing his conversion to theism as _ 
a seeking after God, Lewi8vasserts 


that it was a matter of fina 
too exhausted to run away 
anymore. “4 
One night in 1930, Lewis and 
his close friends J.R.R. Tolkien a $ 


Hugo Dyson went walking along 


Addison’s Walk, a_ tree-covere 
path on the grounds of Madgalen 
College, Oxford. Over the course 
of their discussion on mythology, 
Lewis came to realize that, though 
willing to engage with Norse my- 
thology and other mythological 
texts, he was unwilling to accept the 
Christian gospel. Tolkien pointed — 
out that Christianity is a mvth, but 
it is unlike any other myt. n that 
it broke through into history: it is a 
myth that happens to be true. 
Shortly thereafter Lewis and his 
brother went to the zoo, and between 
setting out and arriving, Lewis was 
converted and became a great advo- 


about | rhe : 
careful ly pa 


“better oa i 
~ Bowen” 0 


Se le is p 


ae 


is-intends- to highlight tha 
ude of the heart is. paramount. 
‘sch ve read it as Pee 
leg don | works, but> 
auc pel eeps pect here is the meeting 


4s Christ, where- 
-who ) portrays the 
€ m fie, sees. the 
ple towards ma 


One People er the ‘diay of the Portrait 


KAREN LI 
Special to The Crown 


1) Your art show, One People, fea- 
tures a series of portraits. Why did 
you choose to focus your energy on 
portraits rather than on, for exam- 
ple, buildings or nature? 

Portraits and figures have always 
been what I like to do most in art. I 
think that has to do with where my 
passion lies. And I think our face tells 
us a lot about our identity, and por- 
traits would fit well for my show. 

Even though portraiture is one of 
my strengths, I was challenged dur- 
ing my work process, and I learned 
something new from it at the same 
time! So instead of pushing myself to 
work on something I’m not as strong 
in, | intended to put up a show of the 
type of drawing that I truly enjoy. 


2) What is the primary message or 
emotion that you hope to convey 
to your audience through your por- 
traits? 


Art show demonstrates the uniqueness of individuals 


I hope my show can stimulate my 
audience to see beyond the faces. By 
doing that, it takes us to a deeper 
level of understanding about each 
other. 

Portraits emphasize individual 
identity and uniqueness of the indi- 
vidual. But I hope One People can also 
put forth a sense of collective identi- 
ty among us—an identity that we are 
called to become and that will bring 
us closer to the Kingdom of God. 


3) What personal experiences have 
inspired the pieces in your art 
show? 

It’s hard to be specific about it. I'd 
say I have a general curiosity of peo- 
ple. I’m attracted to them and their 
lives. Some people are full of sur- 
prises. Some have endless energy. 
Some have such gentle characters 
that you just want to borrow their 
listening ears for your problems. I've 
also come to see brokenness in some 
of them. But all of these are parts of 
being human. Our lives are full of 


complexity, but it’s amazing how we 
come to deal with itin our own ways. 
And I think our faces, our smiles, and 
our eyes tell us a lotabout that aspect 
of humanity. 


4) Why did you decide to have all of 
the people you portrayed look ei- 
ther happy or content? 

I don’t think I ean make people 
look content, and I wasn’t trying to. 
An artist can alter people's appear- 
ances in their work but not in their 
hearts. I'd be very happy if I had the 
ability to do so. My models probably 
just happened to appear content for 
my photos. In fact, I do believe that 
some of my models are happy with 
where they’re at in their lives. They 
may not have an easy life, but they 
strive to move on rather than being 
disheartened about it. I think that’s 
the beauty about them, and such 
beauty shows through their facial ex- 
pressions. 


5) In an age of instant digital photog- 


raphy, why should anyone be inter- 
ested in owning a portrait? 

I think there’s some authenticity in 
portraits. Digital photos are great but 
fewer thoughts are put into them. 
You don’t see the lines or brush- 


strokes in digital images. Making 
a portrait requires the artistic skill, 
technique, and time of the artist. 
Personally, I'd rather spend money 
on a good portrait than a photo done 
with digital art. 


Raising Expectations for Raise the Red Lantern 


Expand your 
cinematic horizon 
with this 
Chinese drama 


PIETER HARSEVOORT 
Junior Staff Writer 


Chinese director Zhang Yimou 
has been getting a lot of internation- 
al exposure recently. You may have 
seen his two recent movies which 
received wide release in North 
America under the titles Hero and 
House of Flying Daggers; both are ele- 
gant wire-fu flicks with extravagant 
and colorful set-piece scenes. These 
were his first forays into the genre 
after helming a number of well-re- 
spected dramas, one of which will 
be the focus of my third review. 

Raise the Red Lantern (1991) is 
Yimou’s second film, and arguably 
his best. In it, he teams up with 


actress Gong Li to present an in- 
tense and lurid tale of intrigue and 
desperation set in 1920s China. Li 
plays Songlian, an educated young 
woman whose father dies while 
heavily in debt. In order to pay the 
family bills, Songlian is sold as a 
concubine to a wealthy landowner. 
This set-up comprises the first few 
minutes of the film; the rest takes 
place in the claustrophobic confines 
of the harem 

We watch Songlian as she, with 
initial resentment, takes her place 
as “fourth mistress.” We see her re- 
vulsion at what she has become and 
what she has to do, Gradually, we 
watch as she slowly begins to adapt 
to her new life, slowly but surely 
being broken by it. Li magnificently 
realizes this complex character arc 
in what is surely one of the greatest 
performances of the 1990s. 

The bulk of Raise the Red Lantern 
deals with the relationship between 
the four mistresses; in fact, the hus- 
band is really a minor character who 
is important only inasmuch as he 


impacts the lives of his concubines. 

The first wife is an elderly ma- 
triarch of sorts, whose position in 
the harem’s hierarchy is assured 
since she bore her husband a son; 
she more or lesg ignores the other 
wives. The second wife becomes a 
fast friend, a sort of older sister to 
Songlian after she arrives. The third 
wife, a lovely opera singer, is ini- 
tially the most antagonistic, fearing 
that Songlian’s beauty and novelty 
will monopolize the husband's at- 
tention. 

As the film progresses, relation- 
ships and friendships (or perhaps 
alliances) change, and characters 
you thought you had figured out 
display new and sometimes fright- 
ening dimensions. This melodrama, 
which never becomes overwrought, 
sucks the viewer into a world filled 
with deception in which one never 
truly knows where one stands. The 
end of it all is as shocking as it is in- 
evitable. 

Beyond top-notch acting and su- 
perb plotting, the style of this film 


is one of its real strengths. If you 
watched Hero (and to a lesser extent 
House of Flying Daggers), you proba- 
bly noticed Yimou’s emphasis on co- 
lour, This same emphasis is present 
in his earlier work as well, 

In this film, as you might have 
assumed from the title, the colour 
red is used most effectively. The 
husband reveals which mistress he 
will favour with his presence by set- 
ting up a red lantern in front of her 
abode, and when he is with one of 
his mistresses, he has the room filled 
with red lanterns. 

The colours in this movie are in- 
credibly vibrant. This film, along 
with other Chinese productions, is 
recorded on a film stock different 
from that used in Hollywood. It al- 
lows for stronger reds and browns 
and oranges, which Yimou uses to 
good effect. In fact, interesting use 
of colour is more or less his trade- 
mark. 

There are certain scenes, images, 
and sounds which the film burns 
into your memory. | will never for- 


get the rooms filled with an almost 
palpable red light coming from doz- 
ens of beautiful lanterns. I'll never 
forget the sound made as the cho- 
sen wife receives a foot massage as 
a perk before seeing her husband, or 
the sound of a servant blowing out 
the lanterns. This is what a powerful 
movie can do to you: it leaves you 
thinking and pondering and remem- 
bering what you saw and heard for 
days and months afterwards. 

This truly is a great movie, and 
one of the best of many good mov- 
ies to come out of China in the past 
few decades. It can be enjoyed as a 
sumptuous but tasteful melodra- 
ma, as a critique of the place given 
to women in China, or even as a sort 
of allegory for China itself, in which 
the walled harem stands in for the 
country, the husband for the govern- 
ment, and the rules of the house for 
the laws and traditions of Chinese 
culture. On every level, it is a suc- 
cess. If you like a good drama, don't 
miss this one, Let me know, and I'll 
gladly lend you my copy. 
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OMMENTARY 


Being Tossed Around By the Waves of Our Times 
What might Western Christians be capable of if they took their faith seriously? 


must begin with an apology. I had initial- 

ly intended for this editorial to be on the 
topic of love, but over the past week, I have 
had several experiences that have made me ex- 
tremely frustrated with life, overpowering my 
prior desire, I suppose my pessimistic side wins 
out again in the end. 

As an alternative, therefore, | would like to 
write about hate. More specifically, | would like 
to talk about what I really hate about being an 
aspiring Christian journalist in charge of mak- 
ing sure that The Crown is published frequently 
enough for people not to notice that it exists, 

Of course, there is a long list of petty things 
that, like every editor, drive me insane. Some 
writers’ notorious unreliability and readers’ un- 
willingness to write letters to The Crown about 
articles that in any way challenged them are 
two stubborn itches that I can’t seem to relieve 
as an editor. 

But my purpose here is not to waste my 
readers’ precious time with my whining about 
petty nuisances that I hate yet can endure while 
firmly clenching a metal pen between my teeth. 
Rather, | would like to draw attention to three 
seemingly unrelated events that are actually in- 
timately connected to one another by a themat- 
ic thread. 

Previous to last Wednesday, Student Life 
posted a message in Time Out regarding a day 
on which Redeemer students were more than 
welcome to join some Christian students from 
McMaster University, with the aim of going 
out in pairs around campus to find random 
people with whom to share the Good News. 
The Time Out announcement was printed for 
about a week before this “Day of Evangelism,” 
Student Life offered to interested Redeemer 
students a free ride to and from McMaster, and 
the whole excursion took io more than about 
three hours. 

Nevertheless, of the more than 800 students 
who attend Redeemer, only four people showed 
up—including the leader of the group. 

One thing I will not do here is preach or lec- 
ture; I will let the facts speak for themselves in 
the light of the gospel. But Ido have to ask one 
question: Can it really be true that only four stu- 


dents last Wednesday thought 
that it was worth their time 
and effort to share the Good 
News with McMaster stu- 
dents, many of whom are 


were unduly biased. 

More specifically, Stolte ar- 
gued that these worldview 
questions—namely, Who am 
I? Where am I? What's the 


undoubtedly desperately problem? What's the solu- 
, i t time is it? — 

comedy tend eres. Ly, ler lenlertemionar 

As the editor, I hate that my Editor-in-Chief foundational character of all 


initial reason for being one 

of the students among the four had been sim- 
ply to be there so that, if necessary, | could re- 
port on the event. I also hate the fact that I had 
asked Mark DeVos, another among the four, to 
attend the event simply to write an article for 
me and to take some pictures for this current 
issue of The Crown. While the lessons learned 
were undoubtedly invaluable, I can’t help feel- 
ing as though the whole event was construed as 
a spectacle on which to report. 

How much apathy do we think God is really 
willing to forgive? 

I wondered the same question last Friday 
after I attended and spoke at a Publications 
Convention at Emmanuel Bible College. Those 
at the conference were students involved in 
operating publications at Tyndale University 
College and Emmanuel. The purpose of the 
convention, as I understood it, was to find ways 
to become better Christian journalists. 

I had been asked to be the speaker of the sec- 
ond of three sessions and could speak on any 
topic of my choice. Having recently complet- 
ed a thoroughly challenging investigation of 
the contours a Christian journalism paradigm, 
I began my 30-minute spiel truly exhilarated 
about communicating how a Christian world- 
view might inform journalism practice. 

Much to my utter surprise, I began my 
session by talking about the contours of the 
Christian worldview only to find myself locked 
in a debate with the leader, Elise Stolte, of the 


previous session. A student in the journal- 
ism graduate program at Carleton University, — 


Stolte argued that the foundational questions 


non-Christian worldviews. 
Doing so, she suggested, overrules the fairer 


practice of dialogue among representatives of 


the various faith perspectives to reach consen- 
sus on what worldview questions to ask. 

I stood in front of the conference attendees 
with a big knot in my gut. Her argument had 
the postmodern stamp of relativism all over it. 
Since when did it become distasteful among 
Christians to rely upon the Word of God as the 
Jens through which to characterize all heretical 
worldviews according to the abovementioned 
questions, which the Biblical meta-narrative it- 
self seems to yield? 

What was especially disconcerting was that 
not only did a couple students in the room vo- 
cally agree with her relativistic stance, but also 
nobody spoke up to defend the absolute ob- 
jective reality that the Bible reveals and that a 
Christian worldview ought to reflect. 

I hate that, as a Christian journalist commit- 
ted to the absolute truth found in the only One 
in whom salvation can be attained, I had to de- 
fend my Biblically derived position in front of 
Christians. Perhaps if we weren't so darn apa- 
thetic, then we would be more inclined to fight 
the beast of relativism head on—in every pro- 
fession and discipline —for the sake of the glory 
of God. 

And another thing that I really hate will hit 
closer to home. I hate that, as the editor, I get 
the feeling that somewhere somebody is think- 
ing that I’m arrogant for constantly reminding 
readers about the lack of passion for spiritual 
warfare that Redeemer students tend to exhibit. 


But it’s this lack of faith in the power of the gos- 


that I presumed to constitute a “litmus paper pel that derails evangelism, breeds lukewarm 


test” for determining the contours of any given 


worldview, including that of the Christian faith, 


stian scholarship, and kills powerful wor- 
ship in the Spirit of God, among other things. 


I will allow a penetrating comment extracted 
from the blog of student Laura Stewart to cover 
the last point and conclude this editorial, for I 
couldn't possibly say any better than she what 
needs to be said here: 

“Redeemer is a place where we can be trained 
in so many areas. We have the opportunity to 
be sharpened and refined along with our fellow 
brothers and sisters in Christ. We can challenge 
one another and be changed by our Creator to 
be more like Him. We can find out about what 
kind of gifts we have been given; we can de- 
velop them; we can use them; and we can en- 
courage others in that same task. Redeemer is a 
training ground for life in the Kingdom. 

“So if Redeemer has this much potential, is 
there any wonder why Satan would want to 
dwell here? And right now he is. He is sitting 
ass first on our light, thereby squashing it. He 
has covered the campus with a blanket of apa- 
thy. And the beautiful part for him is that we 
don’t know he’s done that. But even if we did, 
I'm highly doubtful that we'd do anything about ° 
it anyway. The apathy is that strong. Satan has 
taken over the training ground. By blanketing 
us with apathy, he renders Redeemer useless. 

“Over the past year and a half, I’ve had the 
opportunity to be on the Church in the Box 
prayer team. And it has felt like it has taken 
less and less time each month for Satan to over- 
power what is happening in the service. Oh 
how I remember the days when I couldn't feel 
his presence until the message. That would be 
respite now. Today when we went to pray at 3 
p-m. he was already there. He had claimed the 
auditorium space for himself and was just wait- 
ing for people to come in. We were praying till 
the point of perspiration to get him out of there 
and to claim that space for Jesus. 

“Satan is at Redeemer. But so is God, God is 
dancing around in front of us just longing to 
build relationships with us. He’s ready to kick 
Satan out and uncover the light Redeemer can 
shine upon the community and the world. Are 
you ready to shake off the blanket of apathy? 
Are you ready to be changed? Are you ready to 
be anointed and commissioned? Then tell Him 
and let's go!” 


Letter to the Editor 


Lest We Forget: Will Redeemer commit to 
making next year the Year of the Veteran? 


Last Remembrance Day, thanks 
to Dr. Christiaan Teeuwsen, 
Associate Professor of Music, I 
had the privilege, as a member of 
Redeemer's concert choir, to attend 


LAYOUT EDITOR 
Brianna Hammer 


MANAGING EDITOR 
Mira Ponomarenko 


DIGITAL EDITOR 
Chris Howlett 


email to edi 


will be 


THE @@R0 WN 


EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Jason Duermeyer 


CONTRIBUTORS: 


Heather Alblas, Natalie Armstrong, Miki Beldman, Mark 
Devos, Jason Duermeyer, Steven 
Joe Groeneveld, Pieter Harsevoort, Chris Howlett, Karen Li, 
Brandon Jorristma, Leanne Kersbergen, Dr. Arie Leegwater, 
David Nusko, Nathan Van Benthem, Jakob Van Dorp, Lisa 
Vanderwoude 


FACULTY ADVISOR: 
Dr. Deborah Bowen 


ADVERTISING; Mira Ponomarenko, Crown Office, 
905.648.2139 x4291, c/o Redeemer University College, 777 
Garner Rd E, Ancaster, ON, L9K 1J4. Subscription enquiries 
may be addressed to the managing editor at the above ad- 
dress. 


Letters to the editor and article submissions shall be sent via 

. Letters must include the name 

and contact information of the writer, although we may print 

anonymously by bem request. Works submitted as letters 
ited for clarity and length only. 


The opinions expressed in The Crown are not necessarily those 
of Redeemer University College’s student body, faculty, or 
administration. 


The Crown is published twelve times 
funded by the students of Redeemer 
by advertising. 


The Crown is published by students but is dedicated to the 
broader college community. 


the Remembrance Day service at 
the Canadian Warplane Heritage 
Museum, Teeuwsen worked hard to 
arrange all the details with the muse- 
um to allow us to sing. This gave us 
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an opportunity to say “thank you” to 
our veterans ina memorable way. 

Kees Vanturennout, the guest 
speaker, gave a moving talk about 
his memories of growing up during 
the war. He told of how he and his 
friends would help to bring in the 
Germans’ horses so they could steal 
a hand-full of grain to eat, and how 
his family planned to have their cat 
for Christmas dinner, but someone 
else ate him first; yet they thought no 
less of that person because everyone 
was so hungry. The suffering did not 
cease with the end of the war, as all 
his teeth splintered and fell out as a 
result of poor nutrition during those 
war years, 

Vanturennout said that one of the 


most memorable moments of the day 
was meeting one of the bomber pi- 
lots who took part in the food drops 
in the winter of 1944 to 1945. This 
man quite literally saved his life. 

If you talk to any of the members 
of the choir, they will have some poi- 
gnant memory to share. What sad- 
dens me is that more members of the 
student body and faculty were not 
present; therefore, most missed this 
opportunity, even though the muse- 
um is only ten minutes away. 

I appreciate that Professor Harry 
Van Dyke supported a Remembrance 
Day service at Redeemer last semes- 
ter, and I realize that there were 
classes and meeting scheduled be- 
tween ten o'clock and noon this past 


Remembrance Day. 

Nevertheless, since Remembrance 
Day falls on a Saturday next year, 
I am suggesting that we, as the 
Redeemer community, plan to at- 
tend the next Remembrance Day 
event. After all, the veterans will not 
be around forever. This year was the 
first time that a WWI veteran did not 
participate at the cenotaph in Ottawa 
(WWI veterans are on average 103 
years old), and the WWII veterans 
are not far behind (most are in their 
late 80s). 

Although next year will not be 
Canada’s Year of the Veteran, per- 
haps it will be Redeemer’s? 


David Nusko 


Senate Continues to Serve Redeemer’s Students 
Initiatives continue into the new year 


oat 
t 
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NATALIE ARMSTRONG 
Senior Staff Writer 


The group decided that some of the 
focuses for the year 
encouraging studen 
ministration relations, | 
outside community inte 
by making the outside community 
aware of Redeemer, and increasing 
the accountability factor on Senate to 
ensure students that Senate is at work 
for them. x 

The three first-year senators that 
were added to the elected ten sena- 
tors from the end of last year were 
warmly welcomed into the board- 
room. The first-year senators quickly 
found their place in the group, help- 
ing to plan events and taking on their 
own initiatives, including the plan- 
ning and acquiring of a bus for stu- 
dents to the Redeemer vs. Calvin 


- hockey game, a 


In the first semester, the Rec. 
Centre purchased a new television, 
stereo-adapior, and refrigerator for 
the students’ convenience and enjoy- 
ment. The television has been put to 
excellent use, and ents have once 
again utilized the Rec. Centre facili- 


Another important step towards 


accountability was taken by the trea- 
surer, Craig Vanderveen. Vanderveen 
took the initiative to act on past 
treasurers’ recommendations of ac- 
quiring more accountability in the 
financial department of Senate. In 
contemplating this issue, he request- 
ed that Senate hire an assistant for the 
treasurer. Early in the semester, an as- 
sistant was hired and has added ac- 
countability and necessary assistance 
to Vanderveen this year. The Senate 
will recommend that an assistant be 
hired each year in continuing this 
process. 

The bus contract has been updat- 
ed to further ensure that things run 
smoothly for students and future 
Senates. The new contract will allow 
for a more efficient transition from 
Senate to Senate. 

As for this semester, Senate has a 
great deal to do and feels prepared 
to get rolling on each task. Presently, 
the SASC-organized winter re- 
treat (January 20-22), the Activity’s 
Committee ski trip (January 28) and 
Coffee House (January 26), and a 
panel discussion on issues in South 
Africa (February 2) will be kick-start- 
ing the semester. A number of other 
activities will occur this semester 
and will include the highly antici- 
pated and bafflingly secret “Mystery 
Madness” trip in February. , 

Internally, Senate will be review- 
ing the constitution and looking to 


see how student fees can be put to 
better use for the years to come. Both 
of these processes are done with long- 
term goals in mind, as well as with 
the students’ best interest at hand. 

Another focus of this semester will 
be elections for the 2006-2007 Student 
Senate. Both the executive elections 
and the general senator elections will 
be taking place in the last couple of 
months of school. Fulltime students 
have the opportunity to become can- 
didates for the positions of president, 
vice-president, treasurer, secretary, 
activities’ chair, SASC chair, and one 
of four general senators. There will 
also be the election of a member to 
represent the Academic Senate. 

The overall role of Student Senate 
is to serve the students in a number 
of respects while maintaining a good 
rapport with administration and fac- 
ulty. This year, Senate has sought to 
further bridge the gap between the 
students and the administration. 
Communication capabilities have 
increased, and the overall result has 
been an increase in positive interac- 
tion. 

As this semester gets underway, 
Senate's desire is to end the year on 
a positive note for both the school 
and the community. With the events 
that are yet to come and the ones that 
are already underway, the next few 
months are shaping up to do just 
that. 
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SPORTS & DIVERSIONS 


Royals Hockey Team Fighting Its Way Out of a Slump 


he Royals hockey team 

has had an_ interest- 
ing season so far. They start- 
ed off winning six games 
straight and then cooled off 
for a few games. At the end of 
November, they faced Calvin 
College, and despite two con- 
vincing victories for Calvin, 
they played very well and 
only needed to focus on cor- 
recting minor mistakes. 

After facing Calvin, they 
were on track until Christmas, 
playing a high tempo game 
with much intensity. However, 
they are presently in a slump. 
They are missing passes and 
shots. They are not play- 
ing a solid defensive game. 
Communication is lacking. 

On the bright side, the team 
is confident that they can 
come through this slump and 
be the best they can be. They 
are prepared to work hard so 
that they can do what Dave 
DeGraaf promised at the be- 
ginning of the season—name- 
ly, to win the championship. 

Now that the season is 
more than half over, it is ben- 
eficial to give a more in-depth 
update about how the team is 
fairing and to explain where 
improvement is needed. 


The Team 
If you look at their team 
stats, you can see that they are 
having a decent season. They 
are presently in fourth place 
with an 11-5-1 (win-loss-tie) 


record, They are only three 
points out of second, and it is 
really surprising that they are 
not higher in the standings. 
One factor is that the league is 
very competitive this year. As 
the Royals have learned the 
hard way, you cannot under- 
estimate any team, or else they 
may surprise you by stealing 
a win. As for such team sta- 
tistics as goals for and against 
and penalty minutes, they are 
reaching their goals. Most no- 
tably, they are only averaging 
six minutes in penalties per 
game, which places them as 
third lowest in the league! 


Forwards 

It's interesting to note that 
all of the team’s losses hap- 
pened when they played on 
Rink A—that is, the smaller 
rink. One cause of this pat- 
tern is the forwards’ finding 
themselves to be lacking space 
to move the puck around and 
take quality shots. Many op- 
posing teams’ defensemen are 
far bigger than are the Royals 
forwards, and their size is ad- 
vantageous on the smaller ice 
surface. 

Thus, the forwards need 
to keep on moving their feet, 
especially when they do not 
have the puck, so that they 
can get open to receive passes. 
In addition, the forwards are 
not taking enough shots, and 
when they do take them, they 
are far too often weak shots. In 


this regard, Defence 
they need The six or 
to get open seven defen- 
more and be semen who 
smart when have played 
they have the this season 
puck on their started off 
stick. JOSEPH GROENEVELD playing ex- 
As. well, Senior Staff Writer cellently. 
their passing This _ posi- 


has been very poor. As @ re- 
sult, they are constantly Biv- 
ing the puck away, making it 
difficult for them to manage 
any offence when they do not 
have the puck. 

Finally, they especially 
need to improve their defen- 
sive play. Back-checking and 
covering the man every play- 
er has been assigned to cover 
when in the defensive zone 
are necessary factors that 
every forward needs to re- 
commit himself to. 

Solid team defence is what 
wins games. Just look at Team 
Canada at the World Junior 
Championships: they did not 
have any forward that stood 
out, but they were committed 
to Coach Brent Sutter’s sys- 
tem. The Royals forwards are 
similar to Team Canada’s, in 
that they do not have a go-to 
guy who scores all the goals. 
Each line contributes by scor- 
ing, and different players have 
stepped up their play in Vari- 
ous games. The question for 
the rest of the season is, “Who 
will step it up regularly in 
time for the playoffs?” 


tion was seen as an improve- 
ment from last year. However, 
lately the exact opposite has 
been the case. Their defen- 
sive play has been somewhat 
unorganized, leaving oppos- 
ing players open for quality 
shots, Lack of communication 
between defence partners 
and the centremen is a prob- 
lem that is causing defensive 
breakdowns. 

As well, their passing has 
digressed from earlier in the 
season. They appear to be 
rushing their passes and mak- 
ing poor decisions, such as 
trying to make passes that 
cannot be completed. Part of 
the problem is that defence 
partners are often different 
from game to game. Thus, 
the defensemen are not get- 
ting used to playing with one 
another. Now that the regu- 
lar season is coming to a cli- 
max, fans will see the same 
defensemen playing together, 
provided there are not any in- 
juries. In this area, too, much 
improvement is necessary, 
and it is possible if they focus 
on playing a simple defensive 


game. 
Goalie 

Cory McArthur has been 
excellent in many games, giv- 
ing the Royals opportunities 
to win games. He is very calm 
between the posts and usually 
makes the first save. He needs 
to be prepared to steal games 
down this final stretch and in 
the playoffs, as the games are 
usually low scoring and full of 
tight checking. 


Special Teams 

Put simply, the power play 
stinks. So often the power- 
play line has not been able 
to even carry the puck inside 
the opposition’s blue line. The 
positive aspect of this is that 
they recognize this problem 
and are determined to fix it. 
On the other hand, their pen- 
alty kill is excellent, despite 
their not having to use it that 
often. 


Coaching 

Ron Oppertshauser and J.D. 
Collier have done a fine job be- 
hind the bench. Even though 
the team is going through a 
slump, they remain confident 
that the players will bounce 
out of it. They are committed 
to bringing the championship 
to Redeemer. Most important- 
ly, Oppertshauser exhorts the 
players to play a sportsman- 
like and disciplined style of 
hockey that reflects their faith 
in Christ. They cannot throw 


their beliefs out the door 
when they step on the ice, be- 
cause the Bible teaches that 
Christians are accountable to 
God for every word they say 
and action they commit. 


Overall 

To wrap up this team anal- 
ysis, a few points will be men- 
tioned. First, they have not 
practised since November, 
which is reflected in the team’s 
play lately. They will have at 
least six practices from now 
until the end of the season. 
These are key and should help 
the team improve greatly. 

Second, Oppertshauser has 
been using 17 players through- 
out this season. As mentioned 
already, this has caused, to 
some extent, a lack of famil- 
iarity between line mates. As 
playoff time approaches, the 
coaching staff has been final- 
izing their “playoff” roster, 
which will probably only in- 
clude the best 13 or 14 players. 
This should help line mates 
get used to one another's play- 
ing style so that they will play 
more effectively as a team. 

Finally, the season has been 
a fairly successful one. Right 
now, they are working their 
way out of a slump. But they 
are focused on playing as a 
team and working individual- 
ly to improve their game. Fans 
can expect to witness exciting 
and intense hockey games in 
the future. 
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On tuition: 


“! could buy a Russian groom for half the price of t 


Joy Johnson 


“I’m going to make a pumpkin pie.” 
“What? You can make it with a pumpkin?” 


Jenna Gardner 


“Of course | know what a primary source is. 
It comes from the ground,” — 


Rosie Cornelius 


“Guys, remind me to never be a robber.” — 


Rebecca Elliott 


“My hands are burning, so | put a hot cookie on them... 
Man, I’m like the dumbest person ever!” 


Kimber Ebels 


“V’d rather die of cholesterol than of sta 
Ok, |’m off to Williams!” 


Mikey Arce 


“| don’t know... there’s something about B. i 
killing in the Bible...” ee 


Rebecca Wight 


“! don’t like Christian music myself.” 
“Yeah—you have to be Christian.” 


Kelsea Lawrenson 
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ACROSS 


|. Backtalk 

5. Ramble 

9. Runs an engine in neutral 
14. Pleasant 

15. Portent 

16. Native of New Zealand 
17. Anagram of “Pose” 

18. Shade 

19. Wall painting 

20. Like a crocodile 

22. Eliminate from the body 
23. Foot lever 

24. An aromatic resin 

26. japanese sash 

29. Admiration 

33. Cliquish 

38. Pin 

39. Cattle 

40. Smash 

42. Move upward 

43. Anagram of “Insect” 
45. Consumed 

47. Searcher 

48. Anagram of “Ten” 

49. Run off to marry 

52. Breastplate 
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Crossword 
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57. Anagram of “Bagel” 
60. A resident patient 
63. A religious love feast 
64. Anagram of “Pure” 
65. Chief magistrate of Venice 
and Genoa 

66, Not inner 

67. Chieftain 

68. Anagram of “Dome” 
69. Looks lasciviously 
70. Heroic tale 

71, Drenches 


DOWN 


|, Spy 

2. Passageway 

3. Reprimand 

4. Reddish brown 

5. Anagram of “Taro” 
6. Leave out 

7, Poison 

8. Way in 

9. Plunge 

10, Female offspring 
11. Folktales 

12, Historical periods 
13. Fine earth floating in rivers 


21. A compact mass 

25. Fail to fulfill a promise 
27. A small restaurant 

28. Doctrine 

30, Assemble or modify written 
material 

31. Otherwise 

32. A fitting reward (archaic) 
33, Narrow metal runners for 
gliding over snow 

34,9 

35. A single time 

36, An apiculturist 

37, Concealed 

41. A silvery malleable metal 
44, Vendors 

46. French for “State” 

50. Tubes 

51. Bowel cleansing 

53. Anorthern sea duck 

54. A stone nodule 

55. A block of metal 

56. Stalks 

57. Prison 

58. Shivering fit 

59. Contain or control 

61. Anagram of “Grip” 

62. Subtle emanation 


Free Skating at Morgan Firestone Arena on Saturday, January 28. 


Pick up your ticket in Student Life! 


